
THE THREE LITTLE CHAIRS.
hey sat by the bright wood Ore,

rmy-hair- ed dame and aaed stre.
Dreaniin- - Jays ffonr y ;

The tear-dro- ps ell on each wrinkled cfoek,
Tht-- b th had thoughts they could not speak.

And each heart Btterot a aijrh

For their sad and tearful syes descri-- !
Thnr Uttle chain placed side by aide

Ajraiusx the sitting-roo- m wan ;

eneiigu as then they stool,
Their seats of flag and their frames of wood.

With their backs so fcsis.li! and tall.

Then the sire shook his silvery head,
And with tremhting voice he grnlly mid :

' Mother, these empt y chairs t
They bring ns such sad, sad thoughts
Well put them forever out of sight,

In the small dark room up stairs. "

But she answered : " Father, no; not vet.
For 1 look at them, and I forget

That the OMdrec are away ;
The boys come back, and our Mary, too,
With her apron ou, of checkered bine,

And sit bora every day.
" Johnny still whittles a ship's tan masts,
And Willie his leaden bullet rast.

While Mary her paksh-wo- rk sews ;
At evening the three childish prayers
Oo up to God from those little chairs.

So softly that no one knows.
" .Johnny comes back from the billow deep,
Willie wakes from the battle-fiel-d sleep,

To say guod-clg- hi to me ;
Mar. a a wife and mother no more,

i a tired chnd whose playtime is o er,
Ana iininas an rest at my knee.

"So let them stand there, though smpty now,
And every time whe-- i alone we bow

At the Father's 'hmn to pray,
Well ask t meet the children above.
In our Saviour's home of rent and love,

Where no child goeth away."

ESCAPED FROM JUSTICE.

It was a bitter night in January a
night when homeless wanderers on the
moors might have sunk down and froze
to death, and the vrrv marrow seemed totf
congeal in one's hone.

There's one advantage in steam,"
growled a fat old gentleman in the cor-
ner seat ; " wind and weather don't af-

fect it. No flesh and blood horse eonUl
Htim.l a nljrht like thin, but the iron
horse keeps straight ahead, whether the
thermometer is at zero or at boiling
water heat."

Just then the conductor entered.
" Tickets, gentlemen, if yon please."" It's a dreadful night, conductor," I

said, feeling with stiffened lingers for my
ticket in the breast pocket of my coat.

"Dreadful, sir,' feelinglv responded
the conductor. " Why, the brakemen
can't live outside, and so I look the
other way when thev creep in, poor fel-low- a,

to get a breatfi of warm air at the
stove. We have not had such a night
since a year ago the 2nd of February,
when Tom Blai.eslee, the baggage mas-
ter, froze both his feet, and a woman
who was coming on from Chicago, got

at H:mn's Four Corners, with a baby
her arms, a corpse!"
"Froze to death!"
"Aye, frozen to death, and she never

thought, poor thing, but it was asleep.
'My baby's cold," says she, 'but we'll

soon warm it, when we get home.' It
was inst such a night as this."

And the conductor opened the loor,
and plunged across the coupling int.
the next car, crving out:

"Hardwick P
It was quite a considerable citv, with

a handsome iron depot, flaring gass
lamps, and the usual crowd around the
platform, with hands in its pockets, and
its cigar ends flaming through the
night

Our car was nearly the last of the long
train, and but one passenger entered it,

a slender young girl, wrapped in a
gr iy blanket-shaw- !. and wearing a neat
little traveling hat of gray straw,
trimmed with stone-colore- d velvet flow-
ers. She seemed to hesitate, like one
nnused to traveling, and finally sat
down near the door.

'Pardon me, yoiu.-- - lady," said I, but
you had better come nearer to the
stove. "

She started, hesitated an instant, and
then olieyed.

" 1 es this train go to Bayswater?"
she asked in a voice so deliciously soft
and sweet that it seemed to thrill
through me.

"Yes; can I be of anv service to
you?"

"Oh, no i;i least not until we reach
Bavswater. I would like a carnage
then.'

"We shall not be there yet these
three hours."

" Do we stop again ?"
i.H at Exmouth."

She drew a deep sigh, seemingly of
relief, and settled 1 ack in a corner. By
the light of the lamp that hung in it's
brass fixture opposite, I could see her
face, that of a lovely child-- Apparently
she was no more than sixteen, with
large blue eyes, golden hair, brushed
smoothly back from her face, and a lit-
tle rosy mouth, like that of t baby.

" Do you expect friends to meet you
at Bayswater, my child?" I asked inci-
dentally.

"No, sir, I am going to school there."
"It will be an awkwrrd hour for you

to arrive at one in the morning."
44 Oh, I am not afraid," she said, with

an artless little laugh; "I shall go
straight to the seminary."

So the express train thundered on,
with steady ceaseless pulsing at its iron
heart, and constant rar.

Suddenly the signal vhistle sounded,
the train began to slacken its speed.

44 Surely we're not at Exmouth yet"
I thought, unless I have fallen uncon-
sciously asleep and allowed the progress
of time to escajie me. ''

I glanced at my watch : it was barely
half-j):vs- t eleven, and I knew we were not
dne at Exmouth until after twelve. J

rnbld the frost from the pane and loc'
ed out.

W e had stopped at a lonely little wt.y
station iu the midst of a dense pin?
Woods.

"Is this Exmouth?"
It was the soft voice of the pretty

traveler opposite.
"No I don't know what place it is;

some way station."
" Does this train stop at way stations?"
44 Not generally: they must have been

specially signalled here. You are colö,
my child ; your voice trembles. "

It is cold," she said, in a scarcely
audible voice, drawing her shawl around
her. Oh, I wish they would hurry on ! "

"We are moving once more," I su'd.
"Conductor" for the man of tickets
was passing through the car "why did
we stop at that backwoods place?"

44 Out of water," was the reply, as he
hurriedly passed by.

Now I knew perfectly well that this
answer was not the true solution of the
matter. Our delay did not exceed half
a minute, altogether too short a time for
replenishing the boilers ; and where on
earth was the water to come from in that
desolate stretch of barren pine woods.

Five minutes after, the conductor re
entered the car. I made room for him
at my side.

44 Sit down, conductor; you've noth-
ing to do this mimte."

He obeyed.
44 What do you mean by telling me

such a lie just now f "
I spoke under my breath ; he replied

in the same tone :
44 About what?"
" About the reason yon stopped just

"now.
He smiled.
" To tell you the truth, I stopped to

Hke cm a single passenger a gentle-i.- i.

ui who has come down from Bavswa-
ter "

" For the pleasure of traveling once
more oarer the same route ?"

" Exactly so for the purpose of trav-
eling it in certain society. Donl be
alarmed for your own safety it's a de-

tective policeman."
I was about to repeat the words in as-

tonishment, when he motioned me to
silence.

44 Where is he?"
" The detective ? He sits by the door

yonder, with a ragged fur cap pulled
over his eyes. Did you ever see a more
perfect specimen of the dilapidated
countryman f"

W. M. NicnoLS, Proprietor

I smiled; I could hardly help it
"What is the case?"
"A murder a man and his wife and

two little children their throats cut,
last night, and the house set ou fire af-

terward-
'Great Heavens ! what a monster !"

We had continued the conversation
throughout in a whisper, scarcely above
our breath, and now the conductor rose
ar. 1 left me to stndy the faces of my fel- -

low passengers with cunous dread and
horror.

Somehow, often as I revolved the mat-
ter in my mind, my fancy would settle
on a coarse, gross-lookin- g man oppo-
site, with a bushy beard and a shaggy
coat, with the collar turned up around
Ids ears. I felt convinced that this man
with the heavy hanging jaw was the
Cain! aud as I looked furtively across
I caught the wide open blue orbs of the
air little girl

(Ihevmnr the inot.ant.APOllH imimlse of
' ,ptmy heart I arose and went over to her.

" Ycm heard what We were saving, mv
,.1m1,1

"Yes a murder oh, how horrible ?"
" Do not be frightened no one shall

hurt you. "

She smile, np in my face with sweet
cnnfhling iu.iocence.

Our stay at Exmouth was very brief ;

bnt dnring the delay, I could see that
the watchful detective had changed hiw
seat for one nearer the brutish man in
the shaggy coat.

"See," faltered the young girl, "they
locked the ear doors m Exmouth ; th v

are unlocking them now."
She was right.
" Probablv they were fearful that the

criminal would escape,'' I remarked in
au undertone.

"Will you hiay I trouble you to
bring me a glass of water? "

I rose and made my way toward the
ice-cool- er by the door, but with difficul-
ty, for the train was again under rapid
motion. To my disappointment, the
tin goblet was chained to the shelf.

"No matter," said she with a winning
smile. I will come myself.''

I drew the water, and held up the cup;
but instead of taking it as she approach-;d- ,

she brushed suddenly past me, open- -

d the door, and rushed out upon the
platform.

"Stop her! stop her!" shouted the
detective, springing to his feet; "she
will be killed : conductor, brakeman.
hold up : "

There was a rush, a tumult, a bustle.
I was first upon the platform; but it
was empty and deserted, save by a half-froze- n

looking brakeman, who seemed
bat

" She went past me like a shadow,
and jurr-je- oft" as we crossed Cairn turn-
pike ro. d," he stammered.

"Jumped off the express train I Well,"
said the conductor, shrugging his
shoulders, "she must have been kiUed
instantly. What mad folly!"

"It's five hnndred dollars out of wi
pocket,'' said the detective ruefully. "I
didn't want a row lefore we got to Bays-wate- r,

but I was a confounded fooL A
'vornan cornered will do anything, I be-
lieve."

"What?" I ejaculated, "you surely
do not mean that child "

"I mean,' said the detective calmly,
"that child as you call her, is Attila
Burton, a married woman of twenty --six
years of age, who last night murdered
four persons in cold blood, and was try-
ing to escape to Canada. That's what I
mean."

The train WHS Stopped, and a party Of

us, headed ny the conductor and detect-
ive, went back to search foe any trace of
the beautiful young cre. turo, whose
loveliness and apparent innocence had
appealed to my sympathies. Nor was it
long before wt found her, lying quite
deavl ly the side of the track frightfully
mangled by the force of the fall, and
mutilated almost beyond recognition.

" Well, she's escaped justice in this
world, if not in the next," said the de-

tective gloomily, as he stood looking
down npon her remains.

"Do you suppose she expected to be
able to spring off the moving train with-
out injury," I asked.

"Without much injury ; women are
unreasoning creatures. But I never
dreamed of such insane folly or I should
have taken prompt measures to prevent
it.

They lifted up the dead fair thing,
and carried it to the nearest place of
refuge a lonelv farmhouse among the
frozen hills, and we returned to the
train, reaching Bayswater only a few
minutes behind our regular time.

And when in the next morning's pa- -

iers I read an account of the murderess,
I thought of the slender creature's blue
eyes and rosebud mouth, with a strange
ütying thrill at my heart.

I lent al Taxation a Cause of Drapcpsia.
Mental anxiety and pecuniary embar-rRswment- f,

such as losa of property by
fire, by failure in business, or by bad
debts, and also domestic troubles, dis-
appointed affections, and the loas or
the treachery of friends, will frequently
cause tivspepsia ; too close, and fcxy

active intellectual labor is also a fre-
quent cause. Editors, authors, and
literary persons often engender dyspep-
sia in this way.

Much brain labor requires much
blood at the brain, and an ever-workin- p;

intellect uses up so much of both blood
and nervous force that there is not
enough remaining to do the work of di-
gestion.

On the other hand, deranged digestion
is sometimes produced by two little ex-

ercise of the brain. Persons are fre-

quently met with who have been in act-
ive business Ufe, and, having accumu-
lated enough to satisfy their ambition,
have retired from business. Now, al-

though the brains and bodies retire from
active life, yet the poor stomachs very
c ften have their tasks increased.

If a man has been for a long time ac-

customed to eating heartily and working
hard, either with body or brain, he had
better not relax his working habits
without at the same time having a cor-
responding relaxation in h. s habits of
eating.

"He who will not work neither shall
he eat," is not only a Bible injunction,
but a law of the human constitution,
the disobedience of which is often at-

tended with such derangements of di-

gestion, and other bodily infirmities, as
to render either property or life of but
little value. Dr. Miller.

By the capitulation of La Ferte, sev-

enty cannon of all sorts fell into the
hands of the Prussians. The village of
Vorsegny, near Ferte, was burned to
the ground before the surrender of the
fortress.

Thjc opening of the third session of
the Forty-firs- t Congress on the 5th was
attended with the usual pleafant greet-
ings between members, resipents and
visitors. Washington turned out great
numbers tu witness the opening.

It is reported that the mortality in
Paris is rapidly increasing, probably
from scarcity of wholesome food.
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Annual Review of the Affairs of the
Nation.

Our Foreign Relations.

and Suggestions

To tkt Senate itnd Howie of Representative:

A yeas of praer and ffraerml prosperity to this
nation has passed since the last at
CongTiw. have, through a sind ProvJ-dVn- ot'

been Mesnl with abundant crops and bare
been spared complication and war with foreign
nation. Iu our midst pomrarative hamionv has
K-e- restored. It is to be r;wT"-ttrd- , however, that a
free exercfep of the elortivo franchise has, by violence
Mil lnUmldaM(in u,.n to dttiens, in exevp--
tinrial cam- -. in novrralirf tb- - tat- - lats'lv in rebellion.
ana the rerdlct of the people has thereby been

H i
The states of Virginia, Mississippi and TPT.as have

been restored to representation in our national conn
clJs. Oeorgi. tbe only Tmt now withotit rpprwnta.
tion, may confidently be expected to take her plaoe
thorp 1a it hV Muntafc of the nfw rar, nd
then, let ns hope, will be completed the work of
r. 1 -- t ri ict i. n. with an acquiescence on tne part of
the whole people in the national obligations to pay
the poblic debt crested m tbe price of our Union,
the pensions to our disabled soldiers and sailors, and
their widows and orphans, and in the changes to the
Constitution which have been made necessary by tbe
ereat rebellion. There is no reason why we should
not advance in national prosperity and happiness as
no other nation did after a protracted and devastat-
ing war.

TH1 raASm-PSTMI- A WAS.

Soon after the existing war broke out in Fnrope,
ihr pr"t-.-ti- . Ii of thefnited States Ministerin Pari
was invoked in favor of the North Oermans domi-
cilii .1 In French territory. Instructions were issued

' to grant the protection. This has been followed by
an extension of American protection to citizen of
Saxony, Hesse and Sax Coburg, Ootha, Columbia,
rVirtiiKai, rnijrnay, the iHrnirncian Republic,
Kouador, Chill. Paraguay and Venezuela, in Paris.
The charge was an onorons one, requiring constant
nid "cvcre lal r a well as the exercise of patience,

. prudence, and Rood judgement. It has been per-
formed to the entire satisfaction of this government,
and as l am officially informed, equally so to

of the government of North Oernianv.
A soon as I learned that a Republic had deen pro-
claimed at Paris, and that the people of France had
cqniesoed in the change, the minister of the United

States was directed by telegraph to recognize if and
tender my congratulations and those of the people of
the Tnited States. The in Franc
of a svstem of government disconnected with the
dynastic traditions of Fnrope, appeared to be a proper
subject f r the f 'limitation of Americans. Should
the present struggle result in attaching the hearts of
the French to our simpler forms of representative
government, it will be a subject of still farther satis-
faction to our people. While we make no effort to
impose our institutions upon the inhabitants of nthrr
oowntries, and while we adhere to our traditional
neutrality in civil interests elsewhere, we cannot be
indifferent to the spread of American political ideas in
a great and highly civilized countrv like France. We
are asked bv the new government to use our good

tuces fotntlv h those of Furopean powers in th
interest of peace. Answer was made that the ettwi
lixhod policy and true interests of the Fnited Sateoas

rrtde them to interfere in the European questions
fointly wit a European powers. I ascertained, infor-
mally and unofficially, that the government of Vorth
Germany was not then disposed to listen to such
representations from anv powers, and though
arneetly desiring to see the blessings of peace

restored to the belligerents, "with all ot the
Fnited States are "n ermsof frienlhip. 1 declined
on the part of this Government to take a rep which
could onlv result In lnftrrv to our true inte-- rts with-
out advancing the obiect for which our intervention
was invoked. Should the time come whei the action
ot the MM States can hasten the retn--n of poace
bva single h"ur. that action will he heart Ht taken. 1
deemed it prudent, in view at the number of person
of German and French birth living in Iba T'nited
states, to issue, soon after the official notice of a
war had hsm received from Mh t llicerr nt. a
proclamation defining the duties of the Cnite!
States as a neutral, and the obligations of persons
reasdin within their territory to observe their lawn
and the laws of nations. The" proclamation was fol-- !lowed by others, as circumstances seemed to rail for
th-T- The people thus acquainted in advance of
their dnties and obligation. tmeaawJatcd in prevent-in- s

violations of the neutrality of the United States.
THT. (TBAS FTOLITTtOS.

It i not nnderstood that the condition of the in-

surrection in Cuba has materiallv changed since the
close of the last sessi. n of Conoress. In the earh"
rtage the contest the authorities of Spain jnaus- -

ted a system of arbitrary arrest, of close confine--
ment, at mliitarv trial, and execution or all per-
sons suspected of eonxplicKy with insurgents and
of summary embargo of their properties and
requisition of their revenues by executive warrant.
Such proceedings, as far as they affected the per-
sons or property ,,f the citizens of the United Rtates.were tn violation of the provisions of the treaty of
Tim, between the T'nited States and Spain. Repre-
sentations of injuries resritting to several persons

burning to be citi zens of the United States, by rea
sob of such relations, were made to the Spanish
government. From April, 1W, to June last, the
Spanish Minister at Washington had heen clothed
with a limited "power to aid In redressing suchwrongs. That power was found to be withdrawn.
in view, as it was said, of the waverahle situation in
which the Island of Cnba then was, which, however,
did not lead to the revocation of the suspension of
the extraordinary and arbitrary functions exercised
by the executive power in On ha ; and we were obliged
to make our complaint at Madrid. In the negotia-
tions thns opened, and still pending there, the
t'nited States only claimed that for the future therights secured to their citizens by treaty should be
respected in Cuba : that as to tbe past a joint tri-
bunal should be established in the United fltates
with fuU jurisdiction over all such claims. Cm the
other hand. Spain would be at liberty to lta ise
every material fact, and thns complete eqnity would
be done. A case which at onetime threatened aeri- -
ousfy to affect the relations between the United
States and Spain has already been disposed, in the-
ws v . The claim of the 0 1. Lovd-Aspinw- for the
inegal seizure and detention or that vessel was re--
ferred to arbitration bv mutual consent and has re--
stilted in an award to the fnited States for the own
era of the sum of nineteen thousand seven hundred
snd two dollar and fifty cents in (fold. Anoth' .
and long pending claim of like nature of tbe wh i!"
ship Canada, has been disposed of by friendly r i ti-
tration during the present vear. It was referfe X by
the Joint consent of Brazil and the Fnited 8tat s to
the decision of Sir Edward Thornton. Her Britanic
Majeety minister at Washington, who kindly un-
dertook tbe laborious task of examining tbe volum-
inous

'

mass of correspondence and testimony sub-
mitted by the two governments, and awarded to the
Cnlted States one hundred thousand seven hundred
dollars and nine cents, which has since been paid by
the imperial government. These recent examples
show that tbe mode which the United States has pro-
posed to Spain for adjusting the pending claims is i

just and feasible, and that it may be agreed to by
either nation without dishonor. It is to be hoped
that this moderate demand may be acceded to try
Spain without further delay.

Should the Pentling negotiations unfortunately
nd unexpectedly be without resnlt, it would then

iu uui l'i ii'iiiiuiim Jiie mai tact to vxiu- -
gress and await its action on tbe subject.

THX SPA TS AN PKACE OOJOrXREIC.
The long deferred peace conference between Spajn

and the allied South American republics, has been
inaugurated in Washington under the auspices of
the United States, pursuant to tbe recommendation
contained in the resolution of tbe House of Repre-
sentatives of the 17th of December. 1806. The ex-
ecutive department of government offered its friend-
ly offices for the promotion of peace and harmony
between Spain and the allied Republics. Hesita-
tions and obstacles occurred to the acceptance of the

, f'T. Ultimately a conference was arranged and
wav opened in this aft on the twenty-nint- h of Octo
ber U.st, at which I horized the Secretary of State
to preside. It v.r. attended by ministers of Spain,

Chili
of

measures and
ing its object,

The allied and other republics of
this continent may see in this fact a new proof of

onr sincere interest tn their welfare tf onr desire
to see them blessed with (rood governments capable
of maintaining order and preserving respective
territorial integrity, and of sincere wish to ex-

tend onr own and social relations with
them. is probablv not far distant when in

natural ormrse of events tbe European political
connection with this continent will cease. Oar pol-
icy should be shaped in view of this prohehUity so
as to ally tbe commercial interests of the Span is

states mors closely to onr own and thus
give the States the ce and
the which Mr. Monroe, Mr. Adams and
Mr. Clay contemplated when they proposed to Join
to Congress of Panama.

THX SAX DOatrWOO qcimoN.
During last session present Congress a

treaty for tbe annexation of tbe Republic
Domingo to United States failed to receive tbe

two-thir- vote of the Senate. thor
convinced then that the best interests of the

country, commercially and materially, demanded its
ratification. Time has only confirmed this I
now believe the moment it is known
tbe United Stares has entirely abandoned project
of acceptance, as a part of its territory, the island of
San Domingo, free port wfJJ be negotiated by
European

In Bay of Hamana large commercial
city win spring up, to which we will tributary
without receiving benefits. The gov--
ernment of i Domingo has voran tartly sought
this annexation. It is a weak power, numbering
probably leas 130,000 souls, and rH possessing
one of richest under ran, csaatiie
of supporting a population of 10,000,000 people tn
luxury. The of Baa Domingo not capa-
ble of maintaining tbi iiasalii ii tn their present

and must look for rapport. They
yearn for tbe protection of oar free institutions,
laws, owr prngress and crrfflsaslrin. HbaH we refuse
them ? The acquisition Domingo is desira-
ble because of its geographical position. It com-
mands the entrance to tbe Carribtan Sea and the
Isthmus, tbe transit commerce ; possesses rieb-
est seal, beat and capactoos harbors, moat sa-

in brions climate and most avoduets of
tbe forest and mine r.f any oftbe West India

onntu

The possession by the United States will, In a few
years, baild up a coastwise commerce an imruenae
magnitude, which win go far towards restoring to
u tour lost merchant marin, it will give xut those ar-
ticles which we consume greatly and do not produce,
thus equalizing our eisarta and import. In case

foreign war it will give na the command of al
islands referred to, and thus prevent enemy from
again pnast lim himself of rendezvous upon our
coast. At present our coast trade between the
State bordering on the Atlantic and those border-
ing the üulf of Mexico, is by the Bahamas and

An Ullas. We must, as it were, pass through for-
eign countries to get from Georgia to the east coast
of Florida. San Domingo, with a stable government
under which her Immense resources can be derel-ojH-- d,

will give remunerative wages to 100,000 labor-
ers not now upon tbe Is and. This labor will take
advantage of every a mailable means of transporta-
tion to abandon the djacent Islands and seek the
blessings of its free' um and its sequence, that each
inhabitant shall rec.'vp reward of his own Labor.
Porto Rico and Cubs will have to abolish slavery as a
measure of self --preservation to retain their laborers.
San Domingo become a large consumer of the
Itfodact of northern farms and manufactories.
The cheap rate at which her citizens can be fur-
nished with food, tools, land and machinery, will
maRe tt tnat conuguous Island cbould
have the same advantage in order to compete in the
production of sugar, tobacco, tropical fruits,
etc This will open to ns a wider market for our
prodncts. The production of our supply of these
articles will out off more than one hundred millions
of oar annual imports besides largely increasing onr
exports.

With su ch a ptetwre H is easy to aer how onr large
debt is ultimately to be extinguished. With
a balance of trade against na, including the interest
of bonds held by foreigners, and the money ship-
ment of our ctthums traveling in foreign lands,
equal to tbe entire yield of tbe preclona metal In this
country, It to not bo easy to aee how this result is to
he otherwise accomplished. The acquisition of San

is an adhesion to Monroe doctrine is a
measure of national protection. It to aw tlnji our
Just claim to tbe controlling influence over the great
commflrcial traffic noon to flow from the wert to the
east by way of the Isthmus c.f Darien. It is to build
up onr merchants ; it to to furnish new markets

onr farms, shops and manufactories.
It to make slavery nmnipportahle in Cub and
Porto Rico at once and ultimately so in BrariL It to
to settle the nnhappv of Cuba, and end an
exterminating conflict. It is to provide honest
means of paring onr debt without over-taxi- ng

people. It is to furnish onr with
the necessaries of every life at cheaper rates than
ever before ; and tt is. in fine, a rapid stride towards
that greatness which the intelligence. Industry and
enterprise of the citizens of tbe Fnited States entitle
this country to assume among nations.

In view of the Importance of this question, I esr--
nest ly urge upon Congress an early action expressive
of its views as to the best means of acquiring flan
Domingo. My suggestion is that a Joint resolution
of the two Houses of Congress the he
authorised to appoint a committee to negotiate a
treaty with the authorities of San Domingo for the
acquisition of that island : that an appropriation be
made to defrav the expenses of such commission.
The question may then determined by the action
of the two Honses of Congress upon a resolution of
annexation, as in case the acqnifdrfon of Tex-
as. So convinced am T of the advantages to flow
from the acquisition of flan and of the
great disadvantages -- I might almost say calamities

of that I believe the
only to be Investigated to be approved.

miau nrroBT nntpnny.
It is to he regretted that representations in

regard to the ininrions effects, especially upon the
r enneof the United fltates, of the policy of
Mexican Government in exempting from post duties
a large tract of its territory on our borders, have not
only been fruitless, but that It t even proposed tn
that country to extend the limits within which the
privilege adverted to has been enj ryed. The
expediency of looking into matter derm nds yonr
erion consideration on the proper mean? for coun- -

tcrvaflintr
The policv referred to will, it is presumed. engage

your earnest attention.
KXTBAPITTOW TREATTFS.

Tt is the obvious interest, of neighbor-
ing nations, to provide against injury to who
may have committed high crimes within their bor-
ders, and who may have sought refuge abroad. For
this extradition treaties have been conclud-
ed with several of the Central American Republics,
and others are in progress.

TT VTXY.ZTTLA CI.ATVS COMMTSSTOW,

The sense of Congress is desired as early a may
he convenient upon the proceedings of the Commis-
sion on Claims against Venezuela, as communicated
in Messages of March 4. lHf.9, March L 170. and
March SI, 1870. It has not been esteemed advisable
to distribute any of the money which has K en re-
ceived from that government tntil Congress shall
have acted upon the

THT. atXSSJLCUZ OF rORFTO VTRS IN CUTS A.

The massacre of French and Russian citizens at
under eirenmtanec of trremi barbarity,

was siippiajexi by some to have been premtditateo
and to indicate among the populace to ex-

terminate forebrners in the Chinese empirt The ev-
idence fails to establish such a snppos-.-lon- , bnt
shows a complicity by the local authorities and the
mob. The government at JVkin, however, seems to
have been disposed to fulfil its treaty obligations as

as it was able to do so. Unfortunately, tbe news
of war between the Oermen Rtates and France
reached Chin, soon fter the rnaecre.

It would appear that the popular mind
possessed with the idea that this contest extending
to Chinese waten would neutralize tbe Christian in-
fill CP CC .nd power, and that the time wa coming
when the ruperstttious might expel foreigners

restore Mandarin influence. Anticipating trou-
ble from this c&use, I invited France and North Ger-
many to a suspension of hostilities in tbe East,
where they were temporarily suspended by act of the
commanders, to act tofjether for the future

in China of the lives and property of Americans
and Europeans.

STjkVT TRAT.r.
Since the adjourn men t of Congress, the ratifica-

tion of the treaty with Oreat Britsfn for abolishing
the mixed conrta far tbe suppression of the slave
trade has been exchanged. It is believed slave
trade is now confined to the Eastern coast of Africa,
whence the staves are taken to Arabian

NATCRAT.TZATIOM TRf.ATT.

The ratification of naturalization convention
between Oreat Britain and the United States has
il been exchanged the recess, and thns a

dispute between th? two governments
has been settled in accordance with the principles
always contended for by the United States.

BOCWDABT LOT AT PXJTBIHA.

In April last, while engaged in locating a military
in near Pern' Ina. a Corps of Engineers din

covered the commonly received line
between the United Rtates and the British Poesre
sions at that place is about seven hundred feet south
of the true position of the zenith parallel, and that
the line when run on what is now supposed to
the trne position of that parallel wonld leave tbe
fort of Hudson's Bay Company at Pembina within
the territory of the Pnited States. This information
being communicated to the British Oovernment, I
was reqneted to consent, and I did consent, that
British occupation of the fort of tbe Hudson Bay
Company shonld continue for the present. I deem
It important, however, that part of the boundary
lines shonld be definitely fixed by a Joint comfni-sio- n

of the governments, and submit herewith estim-- I
ates of the expense of such a commission on
part of the United States, and recommend that
appropriation for that be made. The land
boundary is already fixed and marked down from
the summit of Rocky Mountains to Georgian
Bay. It should also be in like manner marked from
Lake of tbe Woods to summit of Rocky
Mountains.

THX ALABAMA CXAIMS.

I regret to say no conelusion has been reached for
tbe adjustment of aO claims against Oreat Britain
growing oat of coarse adopted by that Oovern-
ment during tbe rebellion. The cabinet of London,
so far as its views has been expressed, does not
appear to be willing to concede that Her Majesty's
government was guilty of negligence, or did or per-
mitted any act during war by which tbe United
States has just cause of complaint. Onr firm and
unalterable convictions directly the reverse. I j

therefore recommend to Congress to authorize tbe
appointment of Commissioners to take proof of the
amounts and ownership, and their claims, on
notice to tbe representative of Her Majesty at Wash-
ington,? and that authority given for the settle-
ment of the s? claims by the United States, so that
tbe Oovernment shall have tbe ownership of tbe
private claims as as responsible control of all tbe
demands against Great Britain. It ca in t be

, lugnity of both nations.

TOT PTSHTKO QtrKSTTOW.

The course pursued by the Canadian authorities
toward fishermen of tbe United States dnring
the past season has not been marked by a friendly
feeling. By the first article of the convention of
1818. between Great Britain and the States,
it was the Inhabitants of the United States
should have forever, in common, tbe right of taking
fish in certain waters therein defined. In the waters
not included in the limits named in common, within
three miles of parts of tbe British coast, it has been
tbe custom for many years to give to intruding fish-
ermen of the United States a reasonable warning
of the violation of the technical rights of Oreat
Britain.

The Imperial Government is understood to bare
delegated the whole or a share of its Jurisdiction or
contr A of these re fishing grounds to the colo-
nial authority, known as the Dominion of Canada,
and tbe nt bat irresponsible agent
has exercised its delegated powers iu an unfriendly
way. Vessels have been seized without notice or
warning, in violation of custom prevailing, and have
been taken into Canadian ports, their voyages bro-
ken up, and vessels condemned. There is reason
to believe that this vexatious and unfriendly treat--joe- nt

was designed to bear harshly hardy
fishermen of the United States with a view to politi-
cal efttvt upc'i government tr, "ru?" of Hc a atin broader
more untenable j urisdiction over the vessels of the
United States; they authorize officers or persons to
bring vessels hovering within three marine miles of
any of the coast bays, (reeks or harbors of Canada,
into port, to search the cargo, to examine tbe master
on oath touching the cargo sad voyage, and
to mmra upon una a heavy pecuniary
if true answers not given, and
vessel in found preparing to nab within three marine
miles of any such coasts, bays, creeks oa harbors
without a license, or after the xpiration of the peri-
od named in the last license granted to it, they pro-
vide that vessel, with her tackle, kc., Ac. shall be
forfeited. It is not known that any condemnations
have beea zasde under this statute. 8h mid the au-
thorities of Canada attempt to enforce i it will be-
come my duty to täte such steps aa may be nuusairy
to protect tbe right of the cptizena of the United
States. It has been claimed by Her Majesty's ofl
ers that the fishing vessels of tjbe United

Pern, and Ecuador. In consequence of tbe sary to add that when ver Her Majesty's Oovern-absene- e

a representative of tbe confer-- merit shall entertain a desire for a friendly
ence was adjovrrned until the attendance of a pleni- - adjustment of all thrsr claims the United States will
potentiary from that republic could be secured, or enter upon their consideration with an earnest desire
other could be adopted towards compass- - for a conclusion consistent with the honor
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Recommendations

f .... J Liunavenongnt to enter the open porta of the British
Possessions in North America except foTporpoaea of
shell- - r, and rejutiring damages, and purchasing
wood, and obtaining water ; that they have no right
to enter at the British custom-house- s, or trade, ex
cept f t the purchase of wood and water, and that
they iniatt depart within 24 hours after notice to
leave. It is not known that any seizure of a tin hin
vessel carrying the flag of the' United States has been
aasfle uauVr this claim. So tar as tbe claim is found-
ed an the alleged construction of tbe convention of
1R18. It connot l- - acquiesced in by the UniW States.

It is Ivped that it will not be insisted on by Her
Majesty's Government. Dnring the conference which
preoc.ied the negotiations of the Convention of 1818,
the British Commissioners proposed to expressly ex-
clude the fishermen of the United States from the
privilege of carrying on trade with any of His Brit-tan- ic

Majesty's subjects residing within the limits
assign d for their nse; and also that it should not be
lawful for the vessels of the United States engaged in
such Oshery to have on hoard any goods, wares or
merchandise, whatever, except such as may be neces-
sary for tbe prosecution of their voyages to and from
said fishing grounds; and any vessel of the United
States which shall contravene this regulation may be
seized, condemned and confiscated, with her cargo.
This proposition, which in identical with the con- -
struct!on now put upon the language of the Conven
tion, was emphatically objected toby the American
Commissioner, and thereupon was abandoned by tbe
British Plenipotentiaries, and Article 1, aa it stands
in the Convention was substituted.

I', howev, r, it be said that this claim la founded
rp m provincial or colonial statutes, and uot upon
the Convention, this (iovernaient cannot b.t recant
them as unfriendly, and in contravention of thespirit, if not of ths letter, of the treaty for the
faithful execution of which tbe Imp. rial Oovcrn-mnnt!- s

alone responsible. Anticipating that an
attempt may possibly be made by the Canadian an--
tbOTpiea In tbe oomins to revest their un
nei.hboriy a t toward our fishermen. I recommend
s on to confer upon tbe Eiecntire the pow r to
pet'd by proclamat on th operation of th laws au-
thorizing Ute transit or eoorts, wares and merchan-dise tn bond across the territory of the United
stit. g toCanidt;dnl forth r, should uih an x-

trrme tueaa.ire become necessary, to suspend the
operation of any laws wherehy the vessels of the
Dominion of Canada are permitted 1 1 enter tho wa-

ter: of tbo United State.
TH KAVTSATtoS or Till ST LAWBVKCE.

A like unfriendly disposition his been manifested
on the part of Canada in tb maintenance of a claim
of tbe rieht to exrluie citizens of the United S tat' from navigation of the- - St. Lawrence. This rifer
coustitntes a natural outlet to the ocean for ißht
Mates, aitb an agfcregat" population sf 17,000,0(0
inhabitants. Ith an spt?regat9 tonnage of 661.367
ton, upon the waters which dischae Into it. The
lorcltrn co "u il. erce 1 1 the ports on these waters is' optn to british competition, and the major part of
it is done in Hritiah bottoms. If the American
seamen be excluded from this natural avenue to
tin oc. an, the monopoly of the direct oo tumerer of
th I lake ports with the Atlantic wonld be In foreign
hsnda. their vessels on traus-A- tl itlc voyages
having access to i nr iake rorta which womd be
:! led t.. American vessels on similar v.ivages. To
stats su h a proposition la to refnt-- - its justice
During Mi Administration of Mr. John Quite--'

Adam, Mr. Clay unquestionably demoot 'rated the
cat rxl rights of citizen of the United dtates to
i aviat'en or this river, cl timing that the act of the
' ' turn s of Vlrnna, in opening the Rhine and other
rivers to all uatius, showed the judgment ot
European Jurists and stvesmen that the inhabitants
of a country through which a navuaMe rivrr passe"1
have a uatnral rieht to enjoy the navigation of that
tiver to and inta the sea though passing through
he territory of another p ;wer. This right does

not fx lJe the c -- equal right of the sovereigns
uosfA-ssin- g tbe territory through which the river
t b uch.-- into the soa to nut such regulations

r t ive lo the r olicy of the navigation as may be
reasonably necessary, bnt these regulations should
be f imr J in a liberal spirit of comity, and should
let tmi .e needless burdens upon the com in ores
which Las the right ot transit. It has been found
in prac'Jce more advantageous to arrange these
regulations by mutual agreemant.

The I nited Statss are ready to make any reason-
able arr uigenient as to the navigation of the ot.
Lawren, s which may be suvk'eated bj Great Brit-
ain. If the claim made by Mr. Clay was Just,

hen the population of States bon'eriag on the
shores of the lakes was only 3.0 o,o 0, it now de-

rives greater force and equity from the increased
popniatl in, wealth, production, and tonnage of tha

i Htstes on the Canadian frontier. 81. Clay
i advanced bis argument in behalf of our rights the
'

principle for which he contended has b en fre-
quently and by va'ioua nations recognized by law
or by and has been extended to several

aaW r great rivers. By ths treaty con cluded at
Miyen i 1S31, tbe Bcino was declared free from
ti e point where i: Is firt navigable into the aea
By the a', nvntion bet s ain and Portncsl.
oon'loded in liSS, ths navigation f the Douro
throughout the whole eatt ut was made free for the
subject i of b th crowua.

iu lsA3 the Argentine Confedsracr. by treaty
threw ojssn to free as via 'on the Parana and Uru-- .
tinav to ihu merchant vessels of all nationa.

In flew, Hi I r.uicn wsr was closed by a treaty
winch provided for the free navvation of the 1'au-!ib- s.

Iu ISM, Bolivia, by a treaty, declared It regarded
the rivers Aiusz n and 1 Flats, In accordance with
tbe fixed princiiles of national la, as higbwaja or
cuaunels opened by nature for the commerce of all
nationa In 1SA9. the Paraiaay was made free by a
treaty; and in aVecemher, 1CV, the Kmperorof Bra- -
zii, by impet ial dee'ee, declared tbe Amazon to be
o en to all the frontier of Brazil, to merchant
shii of all nations. Tne greatest living Britishauthority oh this subject, while aasertii;; tbe a-- -

atratt rifM of li e ! r tmb cl im, uj it aecma dif-
ficult to deny that Great Bri'ain my ground
her refusal upon strict law; but it Is equally to
dei y. first, that in so doing she exercises hsrsbly

'an ex'renje and hard law; secondly, that h'r
conduct with respect to tbe navigation of the gL
Lawrence lain glaring and discreditab'e inc ruts-te- n

y vtith her with respect to the naviga-
tion of the Mla-ls- ' i :. Ou the ground t at abe pot- -

sessed a small domain tu whLft the Ulrsisslt pi
to k its rise, t he iueisted on this right to navtgate
the entire vo'unie of Its waters; o the ground that
ehe rosawset both backs a iheSt Lawrence where
it erat ties into tbe s- - a. she denies to the United

ap-- a the right of I ivhation. though about rne
ha'f of the waters of Lakes Ontario, Erie. Huron
and superior, ana tbe whole of Lake Michigan.
'Wrougn which the river flows, are tie property ot
the United ritates. The whole ratiou ia interested
In securtn cheap transportation from the agrical.
tural Stales f the West to tbe Atlantic Ma-boar-

To citizens of these Stat s, it secures a great return
for their labor. To inhabitants of th - sea board, it
offers rheaoer good ; and to the nation, an increase
in ine aiii u'l surplus ot wealth. It 1 loped that
the GovenueLt of Great BriUiu will See tbe justice
of aoaiid uiuc the i.arr iw aud inconsistent claim
to which her Canadian provinces have urged hsr
adbertme.

the bxvival or oca COmCKBCX,

Oar rt pressed commerce is a subject to which I
cailed yonr especial attention at tbe last sest-lon- . I

ii getted that we will iu tbe future have to look
more to the countries s nth of the United 9tates
ind to i aud Japan or Its revival. Onr rep-- r

'tentative to ail these Govt rumen have exerted
tleir influence to entourage trade bellten the
United Mates and the couu riea to which th-j- are
accredited, hut the fact exists that tbe carrying Is
done slinost exclusively in foreign bottoms ; and
while this state of ff.irs eiists we cannot control
our dt;e share of the commerce of the world ; that
between the Pacific States and China a d Japan la
absut ail the carrying trade now conducted in
Am' ri 'aa veaaela. I would recommend a liberal
policy toward tht line of American steamer one
tha will Insure its neeera, and even Increase its '

nsefuluaas. The cost of build ng iron vessels (the
only ones that can compete with foreign vessels in
the carry in trade.) is so much greater in tbe Unit-
ed States than in foreign countries, that without
soaie assistance flora ths Government they cannot
be successfully built here There will be several
propositions laid before Ccngress in the coarse oi
tl.s present .tession looking to a remedy for this
i vtl, even If It should be at some ccat to the Na-tlop-si

Treasury. I hope such encouragement will
i.e given as will stcare American shipping on the
btgb st as, aud American ship builaiug at home.

THE PTJBLb: ARCHIVE-.- .

The condition ol ths archives at the Department
of Site call a for the early action of Congress. The
bniiding now rented by that department is a frail
structure, at an inconvenient distan e from the Kx- - ,

erutlve man ion and from the other departments.
It s ill adapted to the purpose for which it is nsud,
has net capacity to accommodate t e archive, and
is not fire proof. Its remote situation, its slender
conetructiou. and the absence of a supply of water
in tbe neighborhood, leaves bnt little hope of safety
for either the building or contents in case of the
cident of fire Its destruction would involve tbe less
of the rolls containing the original ac a and resolu-
tions of Congress, of tbe historic records of the
Involution, and of the Coufsderation, of whole
series of diplomatic and consular archives since
tbe adoptlou of the Constitution, and of the many
other valuable records n 1 papers left with that
depu-tmen- t when it was tbe repository of the gov-
ernmeat archives. I recommend in appropriation
for the construction of a baildlng for the Depart-
ment of State. I recommend to your reconsidera-
tion Ihe propriety of transferring to the Depart-
ment of tbe Interior, to which they seem sin ap-
propriately to beloutf , all powsrs snd dades in rela-
tion to tbe territories with which the Department
of State is now charged, by Law or nsuage, and
from tbe Interior Department to the War Depart-
ment the Pear ion r ureaa, so far aa it regulates the
payment of soldiers' pensions. I would also

that tbe pay. lent of naval pensions be
transferred to one of th bureaus of the Navy De.
psruneat.

ESTTatATrS Or EXTEKBES.

Tbe estimates tor tbe expenses of the Govern-men- t
f t the next fiscal year are StO.344,947.01

leas than for tho . ar t ut one Hat exceed tbe appro-
priations for the present year, for the same items,

S, 972, 127. In tblf estimate, however, are Included
S22.33a.278 for public work heretofore begun under
the Gun :ressional provision, and of which only so
mach ia asked as Congrtst may choose to give.
The appropriation for the same work for the pros--
aa awawi MkW was $ll.84.61b.O

old asm
The average value of gold, as compared with the

national currency for tbe whole of t. e year 186.
waa about 134, and for eleven months of 170. the
same relative value has been about IIS. The ap-

proach to a specie basis Is very g rat if ing, tut tbe
fact cannot be denied that the instability of the
valnea(our currency is prejudicial to onr pros-
perity, and tends to keep up prices to tbe detriment
of trade. Tbe evils of a depreciated and fluctuat-
ing currency are so great that new, when tbe pre-
mium on gild baa fallen so much. It would seem
tnat tbe time has arrived when, by a wise aud pru-
dent legislation. Congress should look to a policy
which would place our currency at par with gold at
no distant day.

SEDUCTION or TSUI TAXES.

The tax collected from the people baa beep re--

duc. d more than S0 IHO.UUO per ammo. Ity stead-
iness in our present course th- - r-- ' is no reaani why,
in a few short years, the national nriy
not disappear from the door of th.- - cit z n aim t

i eutirely. Wiih the revenue stamp dis;i. nse i bv
postmadeta iu every community, a tax upon liquors
of all s rts, aud Uibacoo in all its form-- , and by a
wise aojustnvntof the tariff, which will p it a tat
only upon those articles which we coulu di. p u-e

with, known as lnxuiies, sud on those which we
u-- e more cf than ws produce, rt venue Mafflgh

' may be raised after a few years of peice aud the
j consequent reduction of indebtedness to fulfill

all oar obllKStioua. A further reduction of sx-- J
pensas in addition to a reduction o interest ac-- '
count may be relied on to make thi practicable,
Revenne reform, if it means this, has my hearty
support. If it Implies a collection of all tbe rev-
enues for the support ot tbo G'Verntneut for
the psyment of principal and Interest of the
public debt, pensions, etc., by directly taxtnw
the people, then I am against reveuue retV rrn, and
( cufidehüy believe the people are with me. If it
means a failure tc provide the necessary ni"ans to

' defray all expenses, of tho Oovernmeut, aud then J
the repudiation of the public debt and pension,
then I am still more opposed to such kind of r vc- -

une reform. Revenne reform has not been defined
by any of its adccite,s to my knowledge, but it
seems to be accepted as something which ia to sup-
ply every mm's wanta withoat any c .st or effort ou
bis part A true revenue reform cannot bo madr
in a day, but uinst be the work of national legisla-
tion and of time. As soon as the revenne can be
dispensed with, all duly should be remotej fn m
coffee, tea and other articles of universal nse n-- t

produced by ourselves. The necessities of the
country compel ua to collect revenue from our im-
ports. An army of assessors and collectors is ne t a
pleasant to the ciriz na, but that off a tarifl
for revenne is necessary, Such a tariff, so far as It
acta in encouragement to home products, affords' employment to labor at livin? wv" in contrast to
tbe pauper labor at living wages in contrast to tbe

' pauper labor of the old wor'd, and also in the de--
velofmrnt of home resources

WAB DEPABTarEWT. .
Under rbe act of Congas of tbe 15th day of

July, 1S7-1- , the army has been sradnally reduced,
ao that on th 1st of January, 1871, the number or
commissioned flicerd aud men will pot exceed tbe
number contemplated by tbe laws. The Depart-- 1

ment building is an old structure, not fire-pro-

and eutirely inadequate in dimensions to our pres-
ent wants. Many thousands of dollars tarn now
spent annually for the reut ot privat building"
to acoommodAte the various Bureaus of the Depart-
ment. I recommend an appropriation for a new
War Deusrtment hullding suitable for the
wants of the ; ation. Ths report of tbe Secretary
of War howa very eatiMactory reduction in the
expenses of the artnv for the last fiscal ear For
de tail a yon are r ferr d to his accompany mg re-

port.
THE HAVT.

The expenses of the navy for tbe whole of the
last year, 1 e.. from D.X5. 1, 1860, the dates or the
last part, are less than $in,('0.i(0, or al u: $1,.
OO0,Ou i less than they were the previoua year. The
expenses since the commencement of the ft ,c d
year, i. e., slcce July lat, show for the five months
a decrease of over 1 2 (Hi.lKH) from those of tue cor.
responding months of last vsar. Tbe estimate for

I the enrreut year were ? 'i ' .14 those fas
the fiscal year are f 2o,6S7,l7, with 965.1 0 addi-
tional for necessary permanent improvements.
Tbee estimates are made closely for the mainten-
ance of the naval estabhshineut as it now is, with-
out much in tbe nature of permanent improve-
ment. The appropriation made for the list and
current year were evidently intended by Congress
and are auflicie' t only t? keep the navy ou its pres-
ent looting, by ihe repairiug and refitting, of our old
ships This policy must of conrse gradually bat
surely destroy the navy, and it is in itself fr frbm
economical, a-- , each year that it is pursued, the
necessity for mere tepalrs in oblps and navy.yards
becomes more imperative and more costly, and onr
current expenaes are annually increased for the
mere repair of ships, many of them must soon be-

come unsafe and uaeless. I hope, daring tbo pres--
ent session of Congress, to be sh e to submit to it a
plan by which naval vessels can be built, aud re-

pairs made, with a reet saving upon the present
cost. It cat hardly be wise statesmanship in a Gov.
ernment whibh n presents a coau'ry with over five
thousand miles of coaatdine on both oceans, exclu-
sive of Alaska, and containing forty millions of
priigresaive people, with relations of every uatnre
with almost every for. i..n poser : forest with stich
inadequate means of enforcing any loreitfu policy,
either r,f protection or redress. Separated by tbe i

ocean from the nations of the European coutiucnt,
oar navy is our only meana of direct protection to
our citixens abroad, or for the enforcement of any '

foreign policy.
TBK rosT-OFri- I F 1 RTMF.VT.

The accompanying report of the Postmaster Gen-ass- jl

shows a moat aatlafactory working of tl.s
Department, wdth the adoption o! the recommen-
dations contained therein, particularly those re--

latinn to 1 reform In the franking, privilege, and
th adopt. on of correspondence cards, a self-sas-l- a

nu:K postal BratStBI may speedily be looked (or,
and at no distant aay, a farmer reduction oi the
rate of poatage attained.

crvrx, sebvice airoiM,
I recommend the authorisation by Con press of

the Postmaster Oenertl and Attorney General 10

issue all conimiaaioui t cflciala appoint 1 thrtiunb
their respective departments At present these
commissions, where appointments are presidential,
are issued by tbe Ktate Department- - Tbe law in
all tho departments of the Government except
hose of the post office and of justice, suthorlzes

each to issue its own comralaaions. Alsrsya favor-
ing practical reforms, I respectfully call 01- 1- at-

tention to one aonae of lonp ttan liv, which I
would like to see remedied by this OoxuTress. It is
a reform in the civil e of the country. I
would have it go beyond the mere fixing of the
tenure of offlee of clerxs and employes, who do not
require the advice and consent of the Senat to
make their appointments complete. I v. ould have
i( govern not the tenure but tbe manner of waking
all appointment. There la no duty which so much
mbarrassoa the Executive and heads of 'lepart

menta aa that of appoiutment-- , nor is there any
such arduous snd thank ess labor imposed on s n- -

atorsa d BepreseutatiTts as that ot flndinK places
for conatltaents. The presut system does sot be-- ii

re the best and often not fit men for public places.
Tbe elevation and punficatiou of the civil service
of the Oovement will be bailed with approval by
tbe whole people of the United Stater .

THE ihuias SXU Icy.
Reform in the management of Indian affairs his

received tbe special attention of the Administra-
tion from its lnanguration to the present day. The
experiment of making a missionary work was tried
with a few agencies given to the Denomination of
Friends, and has been found to wora most advai
tageoualy. All agencies vid snporintecdencieS not
so disposed of were given tn officers of ihe army.
The actfof Congress regnlating the army renders
army officers ineligible for civil positions. Ixdian
agencies being civil offices, I determined to give
all the agencies to euch religious denouiii.atlons as
had heretofore established missionaries among the
Indians, and perhaps to some other denominations
who wonld undertake the work on tbe same terms.
C ., as a missionary work. The societies selected
are allowed to name their own agents, aabject to
the approval of tbe Executive, nd are expected to
watch over them and aid them as missionaries, to
Christianise and civilise tbe Indian, and to train
him in tbe acts of peace. The Oovernment watches
ov' r tbe official acts of these agents, und requires
of th m as strict an accountability as if they were
appointed in any other manner. I entertain the
confident hope that the policy now pursued wdl, in
a few years, bring all Indiana upon reservations,
where they will live In houses, have school houses
snd churches, will be pursuing peaceful snd

avocations, and where they may be vis-
ited by the g white man with the same
Impunity that he new visits the civilized white .'se-
ttlements. I call your special attention to the r. --

port of tbe Commissioner of Indian Affairs for full
information on this subject.

PUBLIC USDS.
During the last fiscal year 8.003,418 seres sf pub-

lic lands were disposed of. Of this quantity,
910 acres were taken raid r the homestead law,

and 2,39,610 acres sold for cash. The remainder
was located with military warrants, college or In
dlan scrip, or applied in satisfaction of graiita to
railroads or other public uses. Tbe entries under
tbe homestead law daring the past year covered
991,619 acres more than those dnring the proceed-
ing year. Surveys have been vigorously prosecut-
ed to the fall extent of the means applicable to
the purpose The quantity of land in market will
amply aupply the present demand. The claim of
the settlers ander the homestead or pre-empti-

laws Is not limited, however, to lanfa subject to
aale by private entry. Any unappropriated sur-
veyed pulic land may, to a limited amount, be ac-

quired under tbe former laws, tf the party entitled
to enter ander them will somply v. 1th the require-
ments they prescris in regard to the reaideuce
and cultivation. The actual settler'a preference,
and right of purchase Is even broader, and extends
to la s which were nosarveyed at the time of bis
settlement. His right was formerly confided with
in much narrower limits, and at one period of our
hist cry was conferred only by special statutes thst
were enacted from time to time to legalize what
was regarded as an unauthorized In ras ion apon
the national domain. The opinion that Ihe t nolle
lands should be regarded cbirfly aa a
source of revenue la no longer main a'ned.
The rapid settlement and successful cultivation of
them is now Justly considered of more importance
to our well being, than the fund which tbe' sale of
them would produce. The remarkable 1 rowth and
prosperity of new states and territories attest the
wisdom of tbe legislation which Invites the tiller
ot tie soil to secure a permanent home on easy
terms. Bach of all the pioneers who Incurs the
langers and privations of frontier life, and thus
aids in laying the foundation of new common-
weal tha, renders a signal service, and is entitled to
its special favor and protection. Tbe laws secure
that obiect, and largely promote tbe general wel-
fare. They shonld therefore be cherished aa a
prominent fe are of our land system. Good faith
requires us to give full effect to the existing grants.
The time-honor- and beneficent policy of setting
apart certain section a of public lands for educa-
tional purposes In new states should be cor tinned.
when ample provision st all have been made for the
objacts. I submit, aa a question worthy of serious
consideration, whether the residue of our national
domain hould n t oe wholly disposed of under the
provisions of the homestead and pre-empti- laws.
In addition to the swamp and overflowed landa
granted to the states in which they are situated,
tbe lands taken under the Agricultural College acts
and for internal improvement purposes under the
act of September, 1941, and tbe acta supplementary
thereto, there had been conveyed up to the close of
tbe last fiscal year, by patent or other equivalent
evidence of title to states or corporations, 37,890,-35- T

it-io-n acres, for railways, canals and wagon
road a. It is estimate i that an additional qnanti y of
74.ro,5M acres is still doe under grants for Uke
uses. Tbe policy of thus siding the states tn
huil inn works of internal improvement wa Inau-
gurated more than forty years since, in the grama
to Indiana and Illinoia. to aid those states in open- -
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ins canals to connect the waters of the Wabash
Wi h those of Like Erio and the wa ers of Illinois

nit tho-.- e of Like Mic Mem. It was MioweJ by
.odifl ation lu the grant to Illinois ot i:;. t ..al.- -

sictlon of public lau a within ttie limits of the
I . .. u , .. - . ................... .... ...
Iry corporations have rt oeived similar sub-id-! iu

connection with railroads competed or in prose s
f c ns! ruction As reserve 1 sect ices are raed at

the double minimum, the salo of tin m at the en-
hanced price has thus, iu many lust mo. a, todernst
fi.ii ih Treasury for do granted lauds. The con-
struction of some of these thoroughfares hy un-
doubtedly given a vigorous iaipetus to the dev.- --

opiuentof onr resources and the settlement ot 'ht
more distant portions of the country. It may,
ho i ever, well be ins'sted 'hat mach of onr leci-- !
Hits, in this regar .1 has be-n- c1 aract-rile- d by indis- -

uinats and profuse l'.herality. T - D tted
Sta es should not loan their credit in ai ! ot any

11 erprlse undertaken by states or corporati 'lis
a. r grant landa In any Instance, unless the n .

work is of acknowledged nationl importance. 1

am strongly inclined to tV opinion that it is in
and uanccssary to bestow subsidies of

either description, bat, shonld ?rress detrr ,iue
otherwise, I earnestly recommend that the ihts of
m tiers and the public be more efTuvnallj ewired
and protected by appropriate legislation.

THK PAYXVT OFFICE.
During the year ending September 30, 1S70, there

were filed in tbe Patent ' ffice 19 411 appiii ttfoi
for patents, 3,374 caveats, and IW apo lotions for
tbe extension of patent.-- ; I3,t 2l pale: im

and designa, were issued, no extended,
and 1,('89 allowed, but not issued by reason o; non-
payment of flual fees Th receipt of tin- office
during the fiscal year were $13,6:n,A3t in excess of
its expenditures.

THE CENSUS.

The work of the I ensus bureau has ben enrr
steticaily prosecuted. The prettn iuary reporttaming much ieforar ation at special value ao.t in- -
terest will be ready for deiivt-r- .!lt

session. Tbe remaining volunijs will be c m- -

pleted with all tbe dispatch consistent wi'h j.erfectaccuracy in rramrliw and ssawwSQraaa th.- - r- ' irns
We shall thus at m ilistaut flay be ftsrsrished itu
an authentic record of onr condilio and re ur M,
It will, I doubt net. atest the urowins pr.
of the country, aliboub darin? the decade which
has just closed it wss to severely tried by the irreat
war waged to malnttin its integrity, an.l lo -

and perpetuate our free institutions
PKNsieSfc.

Dnring the last fiscal year, the sum paid to p
including the cost of di' tirsement, wa- -

$27.7Re,H.ll, and 1.7 ig lan 1 warrant, w. re laSUed.
Kt its close. l&x.BSS names w.-r- e ou th- - SSSI thai
The labors or the Pension office have been llr
lo the severe scrntiuj r Üie vi lence submit:
favor of new claims, and to the discov. ry of ficti-
tious claims which have been heretofore, alio' s :

The approprlit;on for the employment of special
a?tLts for the inveeiigaiion "f frauds ban Iwn )
dkionsly ust . an ' the esults of it haio been of
unqnestionab le I . 11 lit to the service.

EDUCATION ami AOBJCULTX-RK- .

The subjects of ei:..cation .iid ap.rien.ltu. ..

interest to the success of onr in-
stitutions, and our happiness and grau leur as a
nation. In the int-res- t of one a htirein has bee
established In the Interior D part.;.-.- t. tlM V. itm
of E lucatlon, ami in th- - intm - of the r

department, that of AiTtmltnrsh I
prest tei.t ral good is to flow from Um opera-

tions of both t'iese bureaue, if propeny
I cannot comi end to your careial consider: ton
too ttb-tbl- r tbe reports of tbe Ccaiinissio'i' r o
E iuc tion ami of Agriculture, nor un?- - SM Urtmult
such liberal 1 fislatlon as to eOawl their sMcac.

THE POLICT OF THK ADaUKISTUATION.

In con'iuion I would s iai up the policy of the
admlni'trfttion to be a ÜVirongh prif.irot tn
every law. a faithful coliectioi. of the tuv pu
vided for ; economy in thf disbursement of tlir-sam-e

; a prompt pajmeut of tbe debt of the nati B

a redaction of taxes as rapiily the nrain
ment of the country will adn it, the rflm-tin'- i si
taxation and the tariff to be so arranged an to af-

ford tbe greatest number of horjc't aal fair (!!-Ing- a

with all other poaj-1- , to tbe end that war, with
all its blighting SaWseqasaaoea, may be avoids- -

bu without Burrecderiri any riebt or nhligation
due to us ; a reform in the treatment of the Indi-
ans, and the whole e vil service of the e uiitry ;

and finally, in securing a pure, uiitr.tu.iiiel.id bal-
lot, whi re every man entitled to east a vote
so just once at each election, withou fear of ra --

lestatl .n or projciptiori on sccouLt of bis y I

faiUi, nativity or color.
Clrrned) rr. 8. raut.
Executive Mansion, Pec 5. 1870.

Marriage a La Mode.

The New York correspondent of the
Trov Times writes:

The modern style of marriapre is as
fruitful a source of sulendid miserv as

"v.. : : j rrn.. ir.. -- i,
citu ue luiiiineu. nie aitib iioyiiiiii
made n preat hit by iUixstratinK the mar- -
huge a la mode- of" this dav, and were he
now alive he might find an equally rich
subject in the high bfe of New York. I
knew an instance of a splendid marriage
in which, among other items of display,
a half-doze- n trrooinsmen and briiles- -
mnwl r nnf in c.i T1,Q ..1ussssXrSU T V JMH. lää ' 1 iV ' aaVäsaväaS VT X.. VS.

ded pair sailed for Europe, and while en-

joying the luxury of its gayest capital,
the husband detected his wife correspond-
ing with her music teacher, a fine look-
ing German by whom she had been
captivated. He immediately notified
the parents to send for their daughter,
whom he at once abandoned. Within
six months from her wedding the bride
was back in her fathers house. That
tritlintr incT-edifin- t in matrimonv paIIa.1
love is overlooked when the üratirica- -

tion of social ambition is at hand, bnt
the bride will yet find the true master
of her heart, and, as in Hogarth's fa-

mous series to which I referred, an in-

trigue will be the result. In the mean-
time, while she shares the grandeur of a
splendid establishment, she feels that
bitterness

a Among
la

that of a public man of considerable
notoriety, who was at that time a
widower of fifty, with a bad rep-
utation both in social and political

However, he was reputed to be
rich, and wealth, like charity, covers a
multitude sins. He offered himself
to a lady, who had reached the
ripe age of sixteen, and hence might be
expected to know her price. This was a
house in the Fifth avenue, worth $100,-00- 0,

to be conveyed before the perform-
ance of that ceremoney which was
unite the affectionate couple. The deed
was executed, but it is more than whis- -
pered that just one day prior to this the
premises were confidentallv mortgaged
for $95,000. The bride, under these
circumstances, might draw consolation
from the fact that her honorable and
honored husband shaved everybody that
came in contact with him, and hence
such a piece of sharp practice might
reasonably be expected.

I presume that the young lady refer- -

red to took pattern another marriage
a la mode, which occurred several years
previously, and a great deal of
remark. This took place between a
distinguished financier and the danghter
of an eminent naval officer. It is said
that in this instance the consideration
was not only a deed of a Fifth avenue
mansion, but $100,000 invaluable stocks.
This match, as I have said, excited
great notice, and even censure,
owing to the husband's an-
tecedents. As the season advances
the matrimonial market is excited, and
several important bargains are now
under way. Mention is made of an al-

liance near at hand, between a four-stor- y

brown stone house, with carriage
and servants, and a fortune on top of it
of $250,000, on the one hand (encumber-
ed by 200 pounds of flesh and blood,
with the bloated countenance of a rakish
widower,) and on the other a chignon
and trousseau, a smattering of French,
and love of the world, the flesh and the
devil, all done npin the painted form of
a fashionable young lady.

Mb. John Fbasrb, familiarly called
bv Invernessians " The Black Sodger.
is dead. He came of a rare ol(lighting
race, Highlanders, and was no un-
worthy descendant. During successive
generations his ancestors had fought at
Killiecraiikie, Sheriffmuir, Prestonpans,
Culloden and Quebec, and John himself
accompanied the Gordon Highlanders
through all the Peninsular m r and sub-
sequent campaigns, from 1808 to Quatre
Bras, while one of his sons took part in
the Crimean war and in the Indian mu-

tiny with the 72d Highlanders. His
father obtained a commission in consid-
eration of his gallantry at Quebec, and
four brothers, who also received com-
missions, died in

ar

mi miliary of Late Newt.

The municipal election took plavoe at
Augusta, G;i. , Wednesday, aud passed
off qtii.'tlv. The Democrats elect their
Mayor by about SOOmajoritv, and themr
council. Troops wsre sent 'from Atlan-
ta ami stationer! neaf the poll, but dir!
not interfere with the election. The
Democrats held a prand rejoicing and
illumination.

The health officers discovered six
new cases of small pox in the eastern
district of New York Wednesday, aud
one in the wester 1.

Mb. Jno. A. Cox, Superintendent o
the Pennsylvania and New York Central
Railroad, and who resided at Towanda,
Pennsylvania, died Wednesday p. m.
at Waverly from an nivoplectic tit

Tire Kentucky Board of Examiners
1,'lllIlU tt1 IUI ,.ote of tho state iu the BtV- -

cent cuDTrcssional t ! ctious at Frank-
fort on the 5th. The lipurcf show that
the best contested righto we? in the 7th
and 8th District, Beeks tmd Adams.
The first gives Crossland, Democrat,
3,54C majority; the Second District,
McHenry, Democrat, 2,2l najontr;
3d District, Lewis, Democrat, 1,057
majority; 4th District, Read. Demo-
crat, 5,483 majority; 5th District,
Winchester, Democrat, 5.17.1 majority;
6th District, Arthur, Democrat, 5,173
majority; 7iii District, B'-ck- , Democrat,
3,3 majority; 8th District, Adams,
Democrat, 18 majority; Mil District,
Rice, Democrat, majority. Ad
ams's majority in 18oj was 4ti2. In the
1st District CrossLunl takes the place
of Trimble: in the 2d, McHenry that
Sweeney: 3d, Lev is that oi Galloway;
4th, Rc'ed that of Kiio't; 6th, Arthur
that of Jones. In the Mb, 7th, sth :iud
9th, Winchester, Beck, Adams aud
Rice are

Tht. second session of the State As-

sembly of Virginia met WVcinesday
forenoon.

A FBEIGHT train on the Grand Trunk
Railroad broke thrfieh n lril re at
Bromptoii FaUlfA, ircr. 011 Tue.lay,
and was precipitated into the river.
The fireman aud one other person were
killed.

The contest for the Uuitod States
Senatorship iu So.ith Carolina as de-
cided on Wednesday by flic r - ' tion
of Senator Roirertson. The vote stood,
Robertson 83, Butler, Democrat, 31,
Moses 22, and OaUduatO, colored, 11.

Both honses of the New Mexico Leg.
islature are in session, fa it ad-
journ from day to dag without transact-
ing any business until it can 'oe de-
termined whether the session is legal
or not. S.uueoi tbelawi en said nearly
all the mem ers oa tin ,.itiire con-bioini- al

tend that the first of the ses- -
iuU8 provide I lor

- by the IWH of Qon
press can be he Id now. Others conteud
that the rir-- t ;' th. s- 1 i na should
not be held until Deal ,1871

At a meeting of - Böarrl of Cunal
Commissioners, hehi .u Aibsvrrjr, Wed-
nesday, it was re-o've- il the time
for closing the Brie Oamal, 'fiddle and
Eastern Divisions, ul d to the
10th, and on the Ciianii '.rj Ciuul to
the 15th inst., unless the i - honld
be sooner ch M0d bv ice.

Yesterday, in the House of ti'e Ala-

bama Legislature, Fore ster v aj ftied,
and Davis, the sitli;i? member, nnJieat-e- d

Forester hnvinf t'ie cerl ie: te of
election. Tiie iatttr ta a Itepubiuan
and Davis a Democrat. Davia v. ill
probably renin the st tit by contest, as
he reoeived a mujority 01 the votes ca-t- .

Iu joint conventioi., MTediM ; . fer
the election of a United St tea Renator,
Ooldwaite, I Vmoerat, receivotl IV5 votes,
Warner, liepnbiici1. H, pd U
Kepuithean, 14. l raaviag
rceci ved a majority of all the votes "est,
was tlecl.irtd elected for the term of six
years frm March net. Ooldwaite
IlaaS been J'.lüre i t I"' i ti t Sll- -

preme Conrts, end is nn hie lawyer.
,

' He L.t
f ,r Teat,v r

Tur. rfaTijoea b ve oomtneneetx war
against the A te hes.

r Mil aud
1 ,n- i .namiil. .11 .1 '

at Pouglikeepsie, and closed them, for
'alleged revenue frauds. lAil nukes
six seized within week.

Oes. McAIahox, President the Cu-

ban League, ha received a letter from
President Cesjvedes expri'ssing rratitiea- -

tion at the establiaament of ttia LeaaCpa.
I Hat deaiies that the Cnbans h ted
the atrocities

m
of the. SptMiiards,

, . and
. . .

ex--
,

Prf8S UJ,("
(driven froui ' L wh h will
i ake ! amoag the nations which
have established claims ny courage,
long sutYering.s ami cajacitv for nt

si. steadily .leveiopetl dur-
ing prolonged honorable Btraggk

From Thursday the cable companies
double the price d" press rates. The
New York jbsociuted i'reaa ulone haa

to the amount of 2.".(XH).

FOREIGN.

The Ontario parliament was opened
at Toronto on the 7tli, by the Leeut.
(Jove lor. He reported a iarge increase
of the population by immigration, and
said that the eondi tion f the province
was hopeful, showing in advance in
trade, agriculture and manufactures.

The King of Bavaria has sent a note
to King William inviting him to assume
the title of Emperor of Germany.

The Russian government has in its
j employ a num'ter of American workmen
in Russia, engaged in manufsetnring
Mitrailleuses. Them is ample evid. aoe
of other kinds that Russia is preparing
for war ou a grand scale.

The Lady of Lyons.
The credit of the authorship of this

play has recently been rloBafin to Bul- -
wpt. Tt is Rttitrsl thüt the AThu-rv- i

ijterarv
'

journal published ir Xow York
about lirtv rears ago, and edited bv
James G. Brooks, contained a talc
written by Mrs. Helen Maria Williams,
entitled "Perorou, or the Bellows-mend- er

of Lyons."" This tide coining
to the notice of Bidwer was dramatized
by him, the prominent points, charne-- t
ters and scenes being retained. Bul- -

wer, however, in the hrtst
printed edition of the play ad-
mits his obligation to "The Bellows-mende- r

of Lyons," but does not mention
the name of the authoress. Helen
Maria Williams was an English author-
ess, who was born in the north of Eng-
land in 1762, and who died in Paris in
1627. She went to London at the age
of and during the ensuing ten veaia
published several tales and posp
which excited great attention. In 1790
she settled in Paris, and wrote two vol-

umes of letters on the state of France.
These letters defended the
and on their downfall she was f r - me
time imprisoned, and her life was seri-
ously in danger. She subsequently
wrote books of travels, 1 11 ar"
ratives, and novels and tales. Bnlwer
wrote "The Ladv of Lvons" about the
year lHdo.

GoxsiDERABLiE excitement hs been
created at Santa Fe by the arrival of
parties from the Ralston ami Silver City
silver mines, with im- -

tor-sel-y rich speci-
mens of ore. FroL poujads of rock,
50 ounces of silver was obtained. An-

other specimen vielded 10 ounces from
20 pounds of rock, and many sieeirueua
are estimated at $8,000 per ton. Quite
a number aie getting ready to start for
the mines. .The weather is delightful

DcimfG a brief gale last night, the
old signal-tow- er on Telegraph Hill near
San Francisco, which has been a land-

mark since 1819, was utterly demo
ished.

of disappointment which ! paid the eable
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